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At GVBC, we seek to glor ify 
God by: 
~ reaching the world for Christ 

~uniting as His family 
~worshiping Him with our liv es 
~growing in Christ-l ike character 
~and serving others in lov e. 
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ST A T EM ENT  

Helping people discov er Jesus 
and become His fully devoted 
followers. 
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Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

(extra)ordinary  

Do you ever compare yourself  with other Christians and come away 
with the unsettling feeling that you’re unqualif ied for God to use you 
for something great?  Consider this: 

1. Moses was not an eloquent speaker. 
2. Gideon and Thomas were doubters. 
3. Jacob was a liar. 
4. Matthew was a cheater.  
5. David had an affair. 
6. Jonah ran away f rom God. 
7. Elijah suffered f rom depression. 
8. Abraham and Sarah were too old. 
9. Jeremiah was too young. 
10.  Peter was a coward. 
11.  Paul was a murderer.  
12.  Naomi was a widow. 
13.  Mary was a teenager. 

Throughout the Bible, we see example af ter example of  how God takes ordinary people 
and accomplishes extraordinary things through them. When we take a careful look at 
these amazing men and women of  faith and discover their f lawed character and messy 
lives, we begin to realize it is really GOD who is amazing!  God is able to do incredible 
things through people who respond in obedience to His call. 

Do you feel unqualif ied to be used by God?  I sometimes do. When I consider my 
weaknesses as a pastor and ministry leader . . . when I look at my own self ishness as a 
husband and father . . . when I look at my own sinfulness as I stand before a holy God . 
. . I certainly feel unqualif ied. What gives me hope, however, is that God, throughout 
human history, has called unqualif ied people to Himself . In 2 Corinthians 3:5, Paul 
writes:  “Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything for ourselves, but our 
competence comes from God.”  God is the one who adds the “extra” to the ordinary!  He 
is the one who empowers His people to do His work. 

This past Sunday, Pastor Steve reminded us of  the “priesthood of all believers.”  
According to 1 Peter 2:9, “You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of  him who called you out of 
darkness into his wonderful light.”  That means God has called YOU to minister to 
others — to share God’s love, to draw others to God, to bring healing and reconciliation 
to broken relationships. You have an important role in God’s eyes, no matter how you 
may feel about yourself . 

So, where is God calling you right now?  To be more bold about sharing your faith with 
your co-workers?  To work on a difficult relationship with a f riend or family member?  To 
begin serving in ministry, or to move into a different ministry that God is laying upon 
your heart?  To be more actively involved in serving your neighbors and your 
community?  Whatever it may be, remember that God really does want to use you for 
something great. Instead of focusing on how ordinary we are, let’s focus instead on 
what an extraordinary God we have!  God bless you as you respond faithfully to His call! 

His servant, 
Daniel Matsuda 

Associate Pastor, Youth 
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2012 URBANA: IT WAS LIKE HEAVEN 

Thank you GVBC, for your unending generosity 
and prayer support which enabled our URBANA 
team of  18 people to attend URBANA 2012 — a 
world mission’s conference in St. Louis, Missouri. 

We joined together with16,500 people f rom all 50 
states and 100 other countries. It was like heaven, 
worshipping in a stadium full of Christians, singing 
in Mandarin, Korean, Spanish, Congolese, 
English, Hindi and French. 

We heard speakers f rom all over the world and 
were challenged to totally give our lives to Jesus 
for His worldwide kingdom-work in reaching the 
lost. 

 

The following is a short summary of  what God taught each team member and their response. They were 
asked, “What God taught me,” and “What I am going to do about it.” 

Pastor James Chang 

God taught me that missions or ministry is not merely something I do, but it's an intensely personal matter 
between Jesus and me. When I say yes, I'm saying yes not to something, but to someone. I will be 
spending a considerable amount of time in consistent prayer before making some really important 
potentially life-altering decisions in my life. 

Katie Fujita 

God revealed to me that he can and will use people to further His kingdom no matter where they are or 
what they do, vocationally. Through this, I am challenged to be more deeply rooted in the Word so when 
the time comes I may be ready and equipped to do God’s work in the world of business. 

Grace Hayashi 

God reminded me about how He uses the Bible to reveal Himself  to us and He gave me a heart for the 
209 million people without access to any of the Bible in their language. Because of this, I am going to 
pursue a certif icate in applied linguistics and hopefully go overseas to help translate the Bible for one of  

the almost 2,000 languages that do not have the Bible in their language. 

Brandon Henderson 

God taught me that he is more than worthy enough for me to give my life in service. Therefore I will aim to 
go to volunteer in Japan this summer despite my fear of the f lood risk. 

Aaron Ishibashi 

God has been convicting me of  my pride of relying on myself  rather than in Jesus and has also been 
revealing to me the simplicity of  obeying Jesus despite my feelings. God has placed a burden on my 
heart to simply obey the call to make disciples f irst at home, studying the Word so I can teach others and 
share the Gospel with my unsaved aunts and uncles, with my f riends at school, and eventually abroad on 
mission trips to Japan. 

Kelcie Kadowaki 

At URBANA, God reminded me about what it means to truly follow Jesus, to give up everything. So, my 
hope and prayer is that wherever I am today I will be a faithful and humble servant who gladly abandons 
whatever Christ asks of me, whether this is more of my time, money, or comforts so I may love Him with 
my whole heart and love others sacrif icially. 

Seichi Kamimura 

God taught me the simple, yet so often avoided, commandment to make disciples and to teach them to 
obey all Christ has commanded us (which means I need to obey and know Christ's commands myself ). 
What I will do: Go make disciples. 
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Pastor Chris Koga 

There are a handful of ways I feel God spoke to me at URBANA. But, one of my personal commitments 
is to practice open-book accounting with some other people in the church so my family and I can be 
supported in greater ways to live more simply and be more generous for God's Kingdom-work in our 
world. 

Michelle Law 

God taught me, if you want to follow Him, you need to be willing to put aside your hopes and dreams to 
help fulf ill what He desires — to seek and save the lost. Knowing this I have decided to go whenever 
and wherever God leads me in this next coming year whether it is Africa or staying here in the states. 

Bob Matsushima 

The Asian American value of striving for safety, security and comfort is not the value of  God's Kingdom. 
God of ten calls His people to the messy, risky and unplanned. God wants us to trust Him, daily, for our 
safety and security. Resting in His arms is comfort enough. Please pray for me, if it is His will for me to 
join Mercy Ships in Africa for two years. I am somewhat open, but not sure. I kind of  feel if I go, then I 
may never come back. Scary. Pray I will take the proper steps to check it out and conf irmation one way 
or the other. 

Teresa Matsushima 

God woke me up to the fact that all I deeply pursue and desire can be found in the love and embrace of  
God. I want to continue using my God-given nursing skill for God’s glory in His kingdom, wherever God 
leads. 

Traci Matsushima 

I was reminded at Urbana about the duty we have as Christians to "not settle in lit places-- for a light is 
meant for a dark room." As I return back to my life at home and on my college campus, I am challenged 
to stand f irm and put on my armor of  God daily so I am able to be bold with my faith and share the hope 
and urgency of  the Gospel. 

Nicole Moncada 

One thing God put on my heart at URBANA was, we are either for God or against God — there is no in-
between. As a response, I will live out my faith and not be af raid to show I am for God. 

Kei Nishikawa 

Something God really put on my heart was, you don't need to go across borders or overseas to be on 
missions. What I will do about that is, I want to start reaching out to my family and f riends and also do a 
homeless ministry. 

Tommy Park 

God reminded me that He is all I will need, and He should be my focus and utmost desire, not missions. 
I plan on spending more time in the Word and in prayer to become more intimate with Him so, in this life 
I live, I might become more aligned with His purposes in all I do. 

Kristi Shimazu 

God humbled me with the realization that my life is not my own and reassured me of  His complete 
sovereignty and grace One of  my goals is to spend more quality time with the Lord so I might grow in 
self -denial for the sake of  Christ and ref lect His love to the people around me. 

Sheri Shimazu 

God taught me that missions begins with worship. It starts with realizing what a f ree and loving gif t Jesus 
is to me, how He has forgiven and embraced me completely regardless of anything, and then 
responding in worship. I cannot love without the conf idence of  knowing God loves me in such a way. 
Part of  that worship is telling others about Him so others can worship Him, too. I want to respond by 
joining Intervarsity (campus ministry) and outreaching the campus of  Cal State Long Beach with my 
brothers and sisters there. 

(URBANA Continued from page 2) 
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OUR MISSION FIELD 

Michael & Chris Mason, Sakai, Japan 

When the church family at Sakai International Bible Church gathered for a special 
time of  seeking the Lord back on January 1, 2012, we had no idea of  the journey the 
Lord was preparing for us. In the 12 months since then, the Lord has led us to our 
rented facility and began gathering each Sunday morning in the home of  one of our 
church members. In many ways, Jesus has walked us off of  our familiar map for 
doing church, and He is now teaching us a different way of functioning as the body of 
Christ. We are still in a period of  adjustment, but so far so good!  Jesus has truly 
been our Good Shepherd this year and we thank Him for leading and guiding us 
according to His perfect plan. [excerpted from the JEMS Journal, Japanese Evangelical 

Missionary Society Newsletter, December 2012, Vol. 63, No. 4] 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

TOUCHED LIVES 

BY LINDA HAYASHI 

It was a blessing to see our church respond to Operation Christmas Child and 
contribute gift-f illed shoeboxes through the ministry of  Samaritan’s Purse this past 
holiday season. 

Our church donated a total of 558 boxes! 

Thank you to the English congregation, Nichigo congregation, Children’s Ministry, 
and Youth Ministry for their ongoing generosity. 

Teachers, small groups, and families also worked together to f ill many boxes. Each 
box is considered a Gospel opportunity as strategic connections are made through 
churches overseas. 

Reports have been shared of  children and 
their families coming to faith in Christ 
because of  Operation Christmas Child. 

Conf irmation has been received that boxes processed f rom our 
church went to Panama and the Philippines last month. 

Thank you for your faithfulness in helping to spread the Gospel 
around the world through these special shoeboxes. Let’s pray 
for the 558 children touched by our boxes this past Christmas 
season! 



Page 5 � � � � 
Issue 2 

Our prayers and condolences to those who have lost loved ones 

� Hideki & Fumie Nakamura and family in the passing of  Hideki’s father, George Nakamura, who 
passed away on Friday, December 28.  The funeral service was held on Monday, January 7 at Rose 
Hills Cemetery. 

�  Leon & Sachiko DilPare and family in the passing of  Sachiko’s mother who passed away on 

Monday, December 31 in Japan. Her mother was 85 years old. 

Congratulation to the newlyweds 

֠ Jesse & Christine (Lu) Terasaki were married on Saturday, January 12. Proud parents are Stan & 
Nancy Terasaki and sisters are Megan & Mari Terasaki.  Congratulations ! 

Letters to our church family 

� Dear GVBC, Staff , and Family, Thank you so much for your love and the beautiful f lowers for my 

father’s [George Nakamura] funeral service. Also, thank you for the words of comfort and many 
prayers. My family gratefully acknowledges your kind expressions of  sympathy. Hideki & Fumie 
Nakamura and family. 

We spotted you in the news 

� Amy Kato’s picture was spotted in the Saturday, January 19 Rafu Shimpo on page 3 under the 
“Travel & Life” section. A nice big picture of  Amy, standing in f ront of  the ruins of Machu Picchu, 
f illed the page with the caption: Con Mucho Gusto, Machu Picchu. Amy sent this picture in of 
herself , after traveling to Peru in November 2012 where she celebrated her 73rd birthday. She was 
visiting Machu Picchu as part of her voyage to visit her late husband’s [Bob Kato] birthplace. An avid 
photographer, Amy took many beautiful pictures of  Peru and loves to share them with anyone. 

FAMILY NEWS 

GVBC 2013 Junior Winter Camp 
Encounter who God is, what He sees in you, and how the world encounters God through you. 

 

FOR ALL 4TH AND 5TH GRADERS 

 
Date:  February 15-17 
Location:  Forest Home (about 16 miles east of  Redlands) 

Transportation:  Free transportation to and f rom Forest Home 

Scholarships Available:  Must f ill out registration form and talk to or e-mail Susan Wakuta at            

susan@gvbc.net or call Aubrey Matsunami (310) 323-5683, ext. 678 

RETURN YOUR REGISTRATION EARLY — Space is extremely limited. We will take children on a f irst 

come, f irst serve basis. Don’t delay or all the spots may be gone! 
Cost: $145.00 
DEADLINE: Sunday, January 27 
USE OF CAMP PICTURES — If  you DO NOT want your child’s photo used in any GVBC publication, 

please check the appropriate box on the camp application 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 
EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event in 
the subject line]. You can also contact event 
leaders directly. 
WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net 

 

� Choir Call 

The GVBC choir is now accepting men & women 
who love to sing and/or would love to learn to sing. 
No experience needed. Gayle Asato will work with 
you in a group or one-on-one. Performing is 
optional. We meet every Thursday night in Room 
251 at   7:00 p.m. No signup needed. Just come and 
join us. For more information contact Susie Shelley, 
ext. 673 or susie@gvbc,net. 

� Hula Ministry 

Tuesdays starting January 29, 7:00 p.m., Room 
220. Come join us and learn how to dance the hula 
to praise songs. We perform for the worship 
services on chosen Sundays. 

� GVBC Bilingual Saturday Worship Services 

Every second Saturday of the month. The next one 
is on Saturday, February 9, 7:00 — 9:00 p.m. 
Refreshments served in Room 201 af ter the service. 
Everyone welcome. Contact Pastor Osato, ext. 676, 
eiji@gvbc.net. 

� Obento Lunches During Super Bowl Sunday 

Sunday, February 3. Tickets are $8 each for a BBQ 
chicken teriyaki plate. Tickets on sale now. This 
Youth Ministry fundraiser provides for camp 
scholarships. You can buy tickets from individual 
students or go to the table in the Courtyard after 
Sunday services. Tickets also available in the office. 
On February 3, lunches can be picked up in the 
Community Hall between 10:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Thanks for your support! 

� City of Gardena Appreciation 

Sunday, February 11 — Thursday, February 14. 
During Valentine’s week, GVBC prepares baked 
good and writes notes to show our appreciation to 
the City of  Gardena employees. We need volunteers 
to bake and/or write notes of  appreciation and pray 
for employees in various departments. Contact 
Pastor James Chang, ext. 682, 
neighborhood@gvbc.net. 

� GVBC Classes Offered: 

• Basic Christianity: A 24-week class taught by 
Pastor Ron Matsuda, and will begin Sunday, 
Feb. 17, 8:45 – 10:00 a.m., in room 113 (next to 
the kitchen). Whether you are a brand new 

Christian or have been a Christian for many 
years, you should gain much f rom this class 
about how to experience daily the eternal kind 
of  life Jesus came to give us. Some topics to be 
covered:  what a Christian is, how you become 
a Christian, what God is like, who Jesus Christ 
is, eternal life, baptism, studying the Bible, 
praying, facing trials, serving, being a witness, 
and how to live the Christian life well.  

• Discovering Jesus: 10:45 a.m., Room 218, 
taught by Cyril Nishimoto. 
Registration forms available on the counter in 

the Narthex or call the church off ice. 
� Movie Event: Blazing Trail to the Souls of Men — 

Life of Kosuke Tomeoka 
Saturday, February 16, 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary. Cost: 
$10 per person. Tickets on sale now at the Guest 
Center table in the Courtyard af ter the worship 
services. This movie is in Japanese with English 
subtitles. Presented by the Southern California 
Japanese American Christian Federation 100th 
Anniversary Celebration Movie Event. The 
Evangelism Ministry will be showing this true and 
remarkable story of  Kosuke Tomeoka (1864-1934) 
who established the f irst young juvenile 
rehabilitation community in Hokkaido, Japan called 
Katei Gakko — Family School which still operates 
today. This movie is also a history of  the Japanese 
Protestant Christian movement and Japanese 
Christians instrumental in its growth. Tickets on sale 
in the Courtyard af ter services at the Guest Center 
table. Contact Marianne Matsuda or email her at 
mmatsuda3016@sbcglobal.net. 

� Office Closed 

Monday, February 18, President’s Day 
� Annual Business Meeting 

Sunday, February 24, 5:00 p.m. potluck dinner, 
5:30p.m. meeting, Community Hall. More info to follow. 

� Prime Timer’s Tours 

• February 19 (Tuesday) Down By the Seashore 
(Dana Point for Whale Watching Cruise). 
Approximate cost: $115 per person Depart at     
9:00 a.m. and return approximately by 6:00 p.m. 

• March 18 — 21 (Monday to Thursday) San 
Francisco Your Way Custom Tour (itinerary details 
and cost are yet to be determined). 

• April 9 (Tuesday) Space Shuttle Endeavor Tour. 
Approximate cost: $115 per person. Depart at  
10:15 a.m. and return approximately by 6:00 p.m. 

• May 16 (Thursday) Rail ‘n Sail in San Diego. 
Approximate cost: $115 per person. Depart at    
7:30 a.m. and return approximately by 7:00 p.m. 

• September 4 – 10 (Wednesday to Tuesday) 
Tennessee, Mississippi, Louisiana Custom Tour 
(itinerary details and cost are yet to be determined). 

 

NOTE:  Cost of the tour is based on the 19 – 29 
passengers. If we have more than 29 passengers, 
the rate will be less per person. Please make checks 
payable to Gardena Valley Baptist Church [tour name 
in subject line]. Questions and info contact Richard or 
Keiko Imatomi via the church office. 

—————————————————————————- 
� SAVE THESE DATES (more info to follow): 

• Palm Sunday: March 24 
• Maundy Thursday: March 28 

• Good Friday Service: March 29 
• Easter Sunday: March 31 
• Women’s Retreat: Sat., April 20 to Sun., April 21. 

Grand Vista Hotel, Simi Valley. Registration begins 
Sunday, March 3 and ends Sunday, March 24. 

• Vacation Bible School:  Monday, July 15 to 
Friday, July 19. Our theme this year is “SonWest 
Roundup”  — a study of Exodus. 
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Issue 3 will be uploaded to the website on Wednesday, February 6. 
Hard copies will then be available in the Narthex and Community Hall. 
All articles should be submitted by Sunday, February 3. 

ONLINE SERVICES NOW AVAILABLE 

 
Online services are now available through our website at 
www.gvbc.net. You have the ability to: 

Donate — with a credit or debit card, or you can set up a 

giving plan with your banking institution.  

Financial Statement — access your giving record. Can’t 

remember what fund you donated to, or how much, or info 

on your Nehemiah building fund? Check online! 

Family Record — change your address, phone #, email, or 

a variety of  family information. 

For more information, please contact Wendy, ext. 672 or 

email her at: wendy@gvbc.net. 

 

 

Help Wanted 

GVBC’s landscaping is in need of  care. I would like to gather a group of  individuals 
who would be willing to volunteer a little time and a little effort to keep our grounds 
looking nice. You can bring your own tools or GVBC has some available. 

We will have an information meeting on Saturday, February 16 at 9:00 a.m. in 
Room 214 to discuss time commitments, dates, etc. Refreshments may be served. 

If  you cannot come, but would like to be included in this project, please contact me, 
Shig Kawashiri:  email physhr@sbcglobal.net. You can also leave your name and 
contact information in the church office. 
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Steve Langley , Senior Pastor, ex t. 0 
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Annette Kakimo to, Assis tant Pastor  —  

Leadership Developmen t, ex t. 680 

Chri s Koga, Assistant Pastor—College, ex t. 685 (pt)   

Layne Wakuta, Pasto ral In tern  — Middle School,ex t.684  

Susan Wakuta — Elementary  Children ’s Di rector, ex t. 689 

J.J . Frey, Worship  Coordinato r (pt)  

Wendy Nakano, Offi ce Manager , ext. 672 

Peggy Kushigemachi, Financial Assis tan t, ext. 675  

Jan  Magnani, Secretary, ex t. 671 

Rei  Abe, Nichigo  Secretary , ex t. 677 (pt)  

Aubrey  Matsunami, Chris tian Educ. Secretary , ext. 678 (pt)  

Susie Shelley, Newsletter Editor , ext. 673 (pt)  

Kevin Hatashi ta, Main tenance Asst. ( pt)  

Socorro  “Coco” Kagawa, Maintenance Ass t. (pt)  

Kevin Maeda, Main tenance Ass t. (pt)  

Gerald  Mayewaki, Main tenance Asst. (pt)  

Andrew Sunada, Maintenance Ass t. (pt)  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

�Morning Worship @ 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

�Nichigo  Japanese-speaking Service@10:45am Sanctuary  
 

Sunday, January 27 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ John 1: 19-34 

 
Sunday, February 3/Communion 

Pastor Steve Langley ~ John 1:35-51 
 

Sunday, February 10 

Pastor Steve Langley ~ John 2:1-12 
 

Sunday, February 17 

Pastor Steve Langley ~ John 2:13-25 
 

Sunday, February 24 

Pastor Steve Langley ~ John 3:1-21 
 

English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30 a.m., Room 206. 


